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Party Platform 2070
A Fresh Start

— 7o Build a Nation Infused With Dreams, Hope, and Pride —

The Current Situation

Our party was founded in 1955 on the belief that “Politics Belongs to the People”. The party
was founded to pursue two specific objectives - “Anti-socialist, anti-dictatorship, anti-central-
planning governance” and “the establishment of a Japan that truly reflects the essence of
Japan”. The collapse of the Berlin Wall in 1989 and the dismantling of the Soviet Union can be
regarded as victories for our party in that one of the two above-mentioned goals was achieved.
During the years leading up to these events, our party stoically endured the “criticisms for
criticism’s sake” that were rained upon us by the socialist parties as we considered it more
important to unflinchingly face reality, and to continually uphold enduring peace through
foreign policy built on the Japan-U.S. Security Treaty as its cornerstone. As a result, together
with the people of Japan, our party nurtured this nation into the second largest economy in

the world.

With increased presence in the world Japan has gained much from the advancing
globalization, but we are also beginning to lose many aspects of the cherished culture and
traditions that are unique to Japan. Although on the one hand we can feel enormous pride
in achieving one of the longest life expectancies in the world, we are, as a result, suffering
from public-finance dysfunction - the consequence of our slowing economic growth, and
the deteriorating government finances. It is generally believed that the falling birthrate
and the resulting decline in the population will lower the productivity of any country. It is
incumbent on us to prove to the world that we can transform these realities into a future
filled with “brightness” and “hope”, achieve economic growth, and enrich the lives of its
people by undertaking a variety of initiatives which, collectively, will enable Japan to better
adapt to ongoing globalization; initiatives that will counter the falling birthrate while raising

productivity by concentrating the nation’s resources into enhancing education and the further



development of science and technology; initiatives that will ensure that older persons will be
able to actively contribute to society; and policies to raise the quality of the population as a
whole.

Under the Emperor - the symbol of the state and the unity of the people - we have built the
Japan of today, a nation of peace. We are a people that from the very beginning of our history
have considered hard work a virtue, and regarded the attainment of self-reliance to be a thing
of great honour. We also warmly embrace those who have not been blessed with the abilities
or opportunities to strive on their own, for we are a people with strong bonds in families and
local communities. We are a people that deeply treasure a sense of belonging - to our families,
to local communities, and to our nation; we consider it both an honour and a duty to contribute

to society.

These are some of the aspects of our national character, the elements that have helped to
form our traditional ways of life - the natural environment that have given rise to Japanese
culture, the personal conduct of our people, a way of life in which we venerate our ancestors
who are, after all, the foundation of not only our own generation, but of all previous and future
ones - these are the elements of the Japanese character that we believe should be recognised
afresh. In other words, this is what we hold to be the second great goal for which our party was

founded: “to establish a Japan that best reflects the essential nature of what is Japanese”.

Having engaged in serious soul-searching after the heavy defeat that our party suffered
in the general elections in 2009, we are now resolved to make a fresh start under the twin
banners of “liberalism” and “democracy”, concepts we have staunchly defended ever since
the establishment of our party, embracing as its political philosophy a distinctly Japanese
style of conservatism - one that reflects the essential nature of Japan, a nation that fulfills
its international obligations. We shall revise and change only what is no longer appropriate
for this current age, while continuing steadfastly to maintain what should and must be

safeguarded and we shall pursue progress while seeing to it that order is maintained.

The liberalism we have long defended is neither a belief in market fundamentalism, nor
a belief that a government should be allowed to intervene at will. Neither is it a belief in

a culture that accommodates unbridled egoism of those liberals who claim to be socially



underprivileged. We wish to reaffirm our belief in the true meaning of liberalism: a “freedom”
that is created by self-reliant individuals possessing both ingenuity and a sense of duty, who
work to create a society where free choice is possible, one in which all are regarded with
respect and tolerance, and offered a helping hand in times of need.

We therefore will never adopt socialistic policies where the gross national product - the
result of the hard work and efforts of the people - is simply taken and re-distributed for
people’s livelihood based on the decisions made dogmatically by the ruling parties alone,

creating a nation where eventually the people will lose their spirit of self-reliance.

Further, we must fiercely oppose the rule of a type of state-sponsored socialism, which,
under the slogan of “political leadership”, continually ignores the voices of those who hold
differing opinions, and dictatorially forces dogmatic decisions of the ruling parties upon all

others.

We must resolutely fight against policies that endanger the very sovereignty of Japan,
and that hamper the creation of “a Japan that best reflects the essential nature of what is
Japanese”. Our party, putting itself in the shoe of the self-reliant taxpayers who have worked
steadfastly in the past, who are working earnestly today, and who will be working hard in
the future, shall engage in a politics that gives a sense of reassurance. As the new Liberal
Democratic Party we shall work even more closely with the people to create both a present

and a future where people can have peace of mind.

I We are a conservative political party that constantly seeks
progress

(D Based on a correct understanding of liberalism and a truly democratic system, we shall
revise and change what no longer is appropriate for the current era, yet maintain and
protect what should be safeguarded. Always bearing in mind a respect for order, we shall

consistently strive to achieve steady progress.

(2 We shall be courageous in freely and openly speaking the truth; through vigorous

deliberations and discussions, we shall make bold decisions.
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(3 We shall engage in dialogue and coordination with diverse organizations; manage the Diet

in a fair manner; and we shall humbly ensure the proper functioning of the government.

I The fundamental thinking underlying the policies of our party
are as follows:

(D We shall seek to establish a new Constitution that presents a vision of the nation that best

reflects the essential nature of Japan and allows Japan to truly contribute to the world.

@ The sovereignty of Japan shall be protected through our own efforts. We shall fulfill our
obligations in line with the realities of the international community. Further, we reject the
ideology of “one-country pacifism” (i.e. Japanese should be content as long as Japan is

peaceful).

(3 We respect individuals who strive to achieve their own self-reliance; we shall therefore work
to ensure that conditions and environments are created for such individuals to thrive. At the
same time, we shall enhance the systems that offer mutual and public aid equitably to all

people.

(@ We shall establish a market economy that is both self-sustaining and orderly.

(5) We shall endeavour to restore the warmth of human ties within families and local

communities.

(6) The government shall strive to create conditions and policies that are fair and just for all

persons, in areas such as:

a) The maintenance of law and order;

b) Diplomacy and security;

c¢) Growth strategies and employment measures;

d) Education, research and development in science and technology;
e) Environmental conservation; and

f) Social security safety nets.
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(@ We shall consolidate government finances through increased efficiencies and revisions to
the tax system, in order to ensure that we do not deprive future taxpayers of their right to

determine how their tax monies - the results of the sweat of their labours - will be spent.

Il Our party seeks to realise a Japan that is filled with vitality
and a sense of quiet pride

(@ A people that possess a keen sense of belonging - to their families, to local communities,

and to the nation; a people that seek self-reliance and at the same time offer mutual aid.

@ A life filled with “harmony and human ties"— the beauty of natural surroundings and the

warmth of human relationships.

(3 National and regional government that make decisions under a democratic system, one that

never fails to try to achieve consensus.

@ A society where those who work hard are rewarded, and those not blessed with the abilities
or opportunities to strive are helped by all. A government that does all it can to create the

conditions to make this possible.
®) A government that executes policies that are fair and just for all. A government that
endeavours to reduce the national debt outstanding, so that the options for future

generations are not impaired.

(® A Japan that fulfills its duties to ensure world peace, a virtuous nation that contributes to

values that are embraced by all of humanity.
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